REFLECTIONS ON TAKING A CHANCE

Rev. Scott D. Hopkins
Crenshaw ChurclBlackstone, Va
Autumn 2010

Not long ago, | learned of a clergyman that lived and
served in another generation. It was in the turning of
the last century that William L. Sullivan moved among
the intellectual world of thoughtful Christians and
brought forth great truisms of the spiritual life. He was
born ten years after the Civil War and died in 1935
during the middle of the Great Depression. He was
born Catholic and was ordained to the priesthood in
his early adult life. At some point, he knew that he
would not be able to live under the authoritarianism

of the Church and left his vocation there and moved
to Ohio. It was there he began attending a Unitarian
Church which was the tradition that was born out of
the thought of Ralph Waldo Emerson and his band of
depth thinking comrades in the Northeastern part of
the country. One could not move any further from

the rigors of Roman Priesthood than that of the
Unitarian Church. Itis a move and a leap that is
incomprehensible to those who have discerned a
calling and career in vocational ministry --- or even
those who have companioned some of us on our
journey. One would think that he was tough as nails
and hardboiled to make a journey like this. However,
as he moved into the ministry of the Unitarian Church,
he was known for his gentleness and winsomeness to
all who came into his presence.

| have been in this work long enough to know that a
journey like William Sullivan made was not ventured
without strong and vicious criticism from those who
knew him. | have often conjectured how a Catholic
mother and father would have dealt with his
discerning and the choices he made. | know that if |
were younger, | would make some very different
decisions and made less compromises along the way.
| know | would be serving God but | am sure | would
have not taken some of the roads | have taken and |
would have spent less time worrying about the
consequences and defaulting into the most
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reasonable choices that | at times made. God has
given us each the gift of life. And itis for us to use
that life to the very fullest and best. Itis sometimes
very daunting when we look off into the Promised
Land like Moses did in the book of Exodus. To look
over the edge but not quite be where we really
hunger and thirst to be is a biblical stature and stance
that several patriarchs and matriarchs in the scriptural
witness have known. It is not comfortable to say the
least. However, it is the place where we learn who
God is in the most vivid way. Itis not in the easier,
softer way to self serving comfort that we will know
God. lItisin turning over the sacred cows, kicking
around the hornets nests and daring the impossible
that the Divine will be made most near to us. Itis then
that our awareness will open and the Divine world will
find its way to our temporal world and drip ever so
slowly into thinking.

OLetds just do the
just dondét need to try
our last words in the life of the Spirit. Jump, Leap and
Dr eam! Dondt | ook back t
answer only to God and we have spent far too much
time putting too many concerns before God.

This is the story of the Pilgrims and their journey to this
infant land of freedom. They were radicals, protestors,
liberals by our contemporary standards and were
willing to risk with their very bodily lives and not just
their livelihood. This gives us much to think about in
these Autumn days approaching the Advent of our
Lord.

And, before | sign offé |
ponder. Itis a question | am willing to ask myself as
well. Will the approaching footsteps of Advent be just
another ecclesiastical calendar event to work out in
your life or will you be expecting God to ask you to do
something radical and new for Him? | am listening
very hard in my life right now. And you?
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MUSIC NOTES

The Chancel Choir and Bells
are preparing our Christmas
Cantata to be presented in our
worship service in four parts,

beginning with the first Sunday in

Advent, Nov. 28 and continuing

through the next three Sundays in

December.

The Commonwealth Chorale will

be presenting

Hand

in our sanctuary on December 12,
2010, so mark your calendar. You

wonot want to

mi s s

presentation with a chorus of 50

60 singers and orchestra. As
always, admission is free to all.
An offering will be taken. The
AMessiaho wild.l

at Farmville UMC on November

al

28. Both performances will be at

3:00 p.m.

The children and youth under the

direction of Alice Allman will be
presenting a special Christmas

program in December. All children
and youth are invited to meet for

rehearsals at 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday afternoons.

THE COMMONWEALTH CHORALE

PRESENTS

GEORG FRIDERIC HANDEL'S

MESSIAH

With Soloists, Chorus, and Orchestra

Sunday, Nov. 28, 2010

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FARMVILLE, 3 PM

Sunday, Dec. 12, 2010

CRENSHAW METHODIST CHURCH

E, 3PM

BLACKSTON

:ROUS SUPPORT FROM THE COMMUNITY

S

For the Sundays of
Advent - beginning on
November 28 and
through December 26,
we will have one
Worship Service at
11:00 a.m. We will not
have an early Worship
Service on those
Sundays. Sunday School

will begin at 9:45
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UM Womenos
CdokidWwalk s peci a
December11l &
Volunteer sheets will be
forthcoming in the worship
bulletin where you can
anndiate if pou €as kaket e d
cookies or help as a worker:

« Caller

e Set up/decorating

« Cashier
e Sales on walk day
e Clean up

All monies received from this
fundraiser are used for
mission work.

Farmville District UMW will
have their Advent Day Apart
on Sunday, November 14 at
3:00 p.m in the Farmville
UMC Sanctuary. Rev. Maxine
Crenshaw, Pastor of Union
UMC will be the speaker.
Mission project for this
program will be Kingsway
Prison Ministry. Small lined
legal pads, chapstick and
toothpaste will be collected
for this prison ministry.

CRENSHAW06S UMM
Crenshaw UMM will start back
with their monthly dinner
meetings on Nov 2 at 6:30
p.m.

The UMMenoés
Brunswick Stew Sale Saturday
November 13 at Crenshaw.
The $6 a quart stew will be
ready for pickup at 11 a.m.
You may call any UM men
member or the church office
with your order.

A n n u g calling the church, you

must have order in by noon on
Thursday, November 11. The
UMW will also have baked
goods for sale.

UMMen Spiritual Retreat
November 5, through noon on
Sunday, November 7 here at
the Virginia United Methodist
Assembly Center. Widely
acclaimed speaker and spiritual
leader, Dr. Kevass J. Harding
will be preaching on the theme
Can We Talk: It's Time To Man
Up! It's estimated that about
300 men will gather at the
Virginia United Methodist
Assembly Center in Blackstone,
so be sure to register today. The
cost is cheap for commuters right
here in Blackstone. Scholarships
are available.

Jamaica Mission Trip
2-12 February 2011

Il tds your
the final touches on a transition
house for the
Orphanage in Portland, Jamaica.
Any skill level is welcome, just a
desire to serve the Lord is
required. If you can only take off
a week from work we can still
accommodate. The cost will be
around $700 and you must have
a passport. There will be a called
meeting in November for
interested persons. Call Jerry
Cole at 434 -292 -3953 for more
information.
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Christian Education
Annette Pomeroy, Director of Christian Education

3:RQGHUIXO :HGQHVGD\V~ Conference Youth Fall Retreats

Come join us for a covered-dish dinner on At the Fall Retreats youth
Wednesday, November 17 starting at 6:00 will be challenged to grow
S P LQ WKH OHQYV %LEOH &ODV\asdsapler oflChist zLO O
follow at 6:45 p.m. Everything should wrap-up through powerful worship,
by 7:30 p.m. This is for everyone in the Bible study, and small
church plus our Wonderful Wednesday groups while building new
families, so make sure you bring enough food friendships with youth from all over Virginia.
to share. Some child-friendly food would be The retreats will include a Youth Service Fund
especially good. If you have any questions, ZDON IRU FKDQJH"™ WKDW ZLOO
please contact Annette Pomeroy at the mission awareness of how to make a
church office. difference in the world.

Sunday School Teachers Needed Middle School Retreat (6"-8" grades),
There are two Sunday School November 12-14 at Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg:
classes that are in need of cost $115
additional teachers. These High School Retreat (9"-12" grades),
two classes are the 1%-2™ December 3-5 at Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg:
grade class and the Youth class. cost $115
The youth class presently has a teacher that
can do it every other Sunday, so you can Free e-newsletter for Parents
DOWHUQDWH ZLWK KLP $V IRU Mdkidg fordugpariard@ficduragzmentifor
it would be helpful if you could do it each parenting your children? Check out this e-
week unless two individuals wanted to rotate newsletter, Heartfelt, from LOGOS ministry.
the responsibility. If you are interested in To receive the e-newsletter log onto their
helping with one of these classes, please see website www.thelogosministry.org and click on
Annette Pomeroy at the church office. the link to Heartfelt, and then subscribe.

$FFRUGLQJ WR WHebtfdlt i« HEVLWH

Advent Calendars for the Children designed for busy families who want to grow in
Advent calendars will be given to the children body, mind, and spirit, and who want support
of the church (one per family). These DQG HQFRXUDJHPHQW

FDOHQGDUV DUH DQ H[FHOOHQW ZD\ WR 3FRXQW
GRZQ~ WKH GD\V WR WKH ELU i’{tfeﬁ?ontw%ﬁ'eﬁa@pare”t'”g movie

Christmas Day. The calendars begin on reviews, and Family Round the Table, which
December 1. Children should receive their *LQFO X,G HV D GLQQ H U WKHPH DQ
calendars by Sunday, for your family to do together, a Bible study,
November 28. Please and a framework for family prayers and

ZRUVKLS -

contact Annette Pomeroy

at the church office, if for some
reason your child

does not receive one.




